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OUR HOUSE — A SCREAMIN’ TIME
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Filmmakers from Our House dropped by the humble Cinequest office and politely ignored the faint odor of cheese that lingered in the room.  Uncertain about the dirt to tell C&P, the sociable group from Our House finally gave us the scoop.  Aside from the occasional fecal matter being tossed around the set, there was lots of hard work put into the film that people were drained and worn out.  “That’s kinda one of the best things about the job actually,” Director Sevan Matossian jokes, “watching new social workers get taken through the ringer.” He then discussed the bets they made on workers about to “break” that day.  

How did they film this amazing documentary?  Well, sounds of screams from Laura, the woman in film with William’s Syndrome, signaled the camera crew to rush in and shoot the scene.  “You just run out there in the middle of the night with a camera,” explained Producer Bessie Katerina Morris.  

They also informed us of their trip to the Santa Barbara Festival and Co-Director, Greg Shields’ little butt-slap session with a 55-year old woman in his attempt to woo her into letting him drive her flashin’ Porsche. Sadly, (or unfortunately) the woman was not wooed.  (However, they say she did become their personal stalker). Although it may have been ‘game over’ at Santa Barbara, Greg was happy to say that he found some random girls to take pictures with at the Gamers Convention here in downtown San Jose.   

Don’t miss the Northern California Premiere of Our House on March 8th at 1:45 p.m. at Camera 7 and March 9th at 12:00 p.m. at Camera 7.
[image: image2.jpg]AN JOSE FILM FESTI

ING LOOK INTO
T WRENCHING 5
LIFE OF THE,

AN JOSE FILH FESTIALZRY

THURS FEB.27-




VAL KILMER ARRIVES AT CINEQUEST

He has been described as devastatingly handsome, lush-lipped and so perfect looking that reason flees, leaving you to think ‘So this is what God intended?’ He has been called an ‘old spirit’ with a wry, dry sense of humor, incalculable charm, and a smile so radiant it seems ‘to come from a land of distant, unimaginable beings.’ His chiseled good looks and dramatic intensity have earned Val Kilmer a place in movie history as one of cinema's most devoted and charismatic actors, yet he remains an enigma, at once sarcastic and friendly, sincerely grounded and almost calculatedly off-center, meticulously well-spoken but still so difficult to pin down.

One of stage and film’s most versatile actors, Val Kilmer brings striking believability to each of his characters, whether as a soulful rock-poet (The Doors), a suave international spy (The Saint), a cocky fighter pilot in-training (Top Gun), Elvis (True Romance) or porn superstar John Holmes (soon-to-be-released Wonderland). His rugged sexiness make him the ideal choice for leading-man roles, but his resume reflects an attraction to more demanding choices. Few actors have his versatility or intrigue. He is part chameleon, part risk-taker, and part charmer. Kilmer’s 30-plus film roles demonstrate his uncanny ability to transform on screen, making him a master of autobiographical roles. 

Join us for A Conversation with Val Kilmer: Unbreakable Spirit, Sunday, March 9th, 1:00 p.m., at The Fairmont (170 S. Market St.) and take this rare opportunity to get up-close-and-personal with this amazing actor. 

FILMMAKERS SUCK UP TO RADIO HOSTS
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The lobby of the Fairmont Hotel was the place to be for Cinequest filmmakers, Thursday morning. It was an early call but our dedicated filmmakers showed up anyway to shamelessly plug their films on Mix 106.5’s morning yak-fest. Hungover filmmakers who thought they could sleep through their call times were beaten to life with coffee and attitude by CQ’s sleep-deprived PR team and perennial CQ heavy Lil’ Debbie. Helmers chatted and buttered up hosts, Bill Kelly and Marla Davies. The adorable Oklahoma girls, Melissa Scaramucci and Rebecca McCauley from Making Arrangements traded floral-horror stories with Marla, including ripping on Marla’s wedding florist (good luck getting work in this town honey). Blanston hotties, Jaymin Weans and Josh Richter turned on the charm with Marla but were tripped up a bit when they had to explain the definition of a “serious actor” to Bill. And there was no doubt that the Canadian filmmaking team (Jai Dixit, Susanne Sutchy, Trent McMullen and Paul Campbell) from It All Happens Incredibly Fast was in the house when Marla announced that the Sharks’ Owen Nolan had been traded to Toronto (collective gasp). Canadians make great festival guests for CQ cuz all you have to do is turn on some heat in the room and they are happy. Bitter Jester’s Maija Di Giorgio and Ken Simmons shared the success of their film’s run in Aspen as well as the dirt on Ken’s infamous feud with Jerry Seinfeld. Brothers’ Kelly and Tyler Requa had their turn next and discussed, in detail, the gripping plot of their film, The Flats starring Chad Lindberg and Sean Christensen. As the morning winded down, Daniel Kraus and Mark Mench stopped in to chat about Ball of Wax, a hot pick of Morning Show producer, Tim “Pitbull” Bednarz. Even the Mayor of San Jose, Ron Gonzales, stopped by to rub elbows with the filmmakers and share the love.  But the true highlight of the morning was the appearance of Batman (the smoking hot “Slappy” and recipient of an honorary hottie award) who dressed for the occasion in honor of Val Kilmer. Expect Val Kilmer to discuss how frustrating it is to have the film you like least brought to life every time you are making an appearance.

TINSEL TOWN TRASH…

—Sugar Pie still getting more action than Anna Nicole.

—Anna’s defunct designer, Bobby Trendy, finds luxurious toilet paper to match luxurious bathroom, in not-so-luxurious Tarzana.

—Bob Blake files “anti-luxurious” toilet paper suit against prison.

EVERYBODY’S STALKING AT ME

C&P Editor Ellen Carstensen took a meeting with Fairmont security to discuss the handling of filmmakers trying to hound her for coverage. 

“It’s starting to creep me out,” says Carstensen. “I mean, gifts and cash are one thing, but trapping me in a deserted hallway demanding coverage, well it’s just not right. Not to mention how angry they get when other filmmakers gets more inches of coverage. It’s all about the inches, who has more inches, etc.”

San Ho police were called to the home of Carstensen Wednesday night as an unidentified filmmaker in leather pants stood on her lawn screaming “Elllllllennnnn. Elllllllennnnn.” Police quickly apprehended the scoundrel and gave him a sound beating San Ho style. 

FESTIVAL WEATHER

By CQ’s Shorts Program Director & Hot Weather Guy, Bill Maxey
Canadians and New Yorkers get out your boob tubes 'cause this weekend is going to be hot! Like 65 to maybe 70 (translation - 18 to 19 Celsius). Californians don't get hot until 110 Fahrenheit or after the Botox injections. This weekend, no rain, snow, sleet, tornados or blowing spray (trust me; it happens). The crystal ball says the weekend will see passing clouds, northwest winds in the afternoon and gradually warming temperatures into Sunday. Increasing clouds late Sunday but nothing we can't handle.

CIRCLE & PRINT HOTTIES…

—Trent McMullen & Susanne Sutchy from It All Happens Incredibly Fast. These two are smokin’ hot!

MACY MOMENTS

On how he became an actor: “I dedicated myself to this profession at the age of 22 and never looked back.”

On being a character actor: “Acting is getting to the essence. If you’re going to be brave, cut out the excess.”
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