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What is Partners in Policymaking of Alabama?

Partners in Policymaking of Alabama provides Information, Training, and Skill-Building to participants so that they may obtain state-of-the-art services for themselves and others.  Academics are held one weekend a month during the months of January through August.  During each of these sessions, state and national experts in specific areas related to disabilities present and interact with participants in small groups or one-on-one.  

Partners in Policymaking involves and empowers individuals with developmental disabilities and their families in the policymaking arena.  It acquaints and connects individuals with organizations, opportunities, and possibilities in the area of developmental disabilities.  Partners in Policymaking educates the participants about current issues, familiarizes them with current local, state and federal issues, and equips them with the knowledge of the policymaking process by which policies and laws are established.

The overall mission of the Partners program is to foster and achieve productive partnerships between individuals traditionally unserved and underserved and those in a position to make policy.  Through these partnerships, Alabama is creating new opportunities and lifestyles for individuals with disabilities and their families, as well as creating healthy new attitudes, values and perceptions.  

Who can participate in Partners in Policymaking?

Parents, family members, and individuals with developmental disabilities are eligible to become participants in this training program.  An application process is used and 35 individuals from all across Alabama are eligible to become selected as participants.  Every effort is made to include a male/female balance, ethnic and racial minorities, individuals and families of various socio-economic status, single-parent and non-traditional families, balanced representation from rural, urban, and suburban communities and a balanced representation of disabilities.  The goal is to have a balance between individuals with developmental disabilities and family members of young children with developmental disabilities.  An effort was made to select individuals that were not already heavily involved in advocacy efforts and individuals, regardless of the amount of supports needed for themselves and/or families, to fully participate in the academy weekends.  

Partners in Policymaking’s Mission

· To actively provide quality training for parents and family members of young children with developmental disabilities and individuals with developmental disabilities to increase their legislative advocacy skills.  

· To educate policymakers as to the needs of individuals with developmental disabilities and their families, in an attempt to change state policies, so that they may reflect an increased responsibility to individuals who have been traditionally unserved or underserved. 

· To become active in local, state, and federal legislative processes through effective letter writing, telephone calling, and personal visits to policymakers.

· To build coalitions between families, agencies, and individuals with developmental disabilities and create a united, powerful voice on priority issues dealing with all citizens with disabilities.

· To empower families of children with developmental disabilities and individuals with developmental disabilities so that they might seek to increase their independence, productivity and integration into the community.

· To develop an effective, productive partnership between policymakers and individuals with developmental disabilities and their families.  

· To produce a supply of powerful leaders so that they may participate in planning, service delivery, evaluation and advocacy activities through their services on task forces, commissions, boards, committees, and other voluntary organizations.  

Partners in Policymaking Top Ten Values

Individuals with disabilities are People First.  They are not “the handicapped” or “the disabled.”  Using People First Language is a must-no labels!

Individuals with disabilities need real friendships, not just relationships with paid staff.

Individuals with disabilities are entitled to the full meaning of the First Amendment to free speech.  The ability to communicate, in whatever form, must be available to every individual with a disability.

Individuals with disabilities must be able to enjoy full mobility and accessibility that allows active participation in community life.

Individuals with disabilities must be assured continuity in their lives through families and neighborhood connections.

Individuals with disabilities must be treated with dignity and respect.

Individuals with disabilities need to be in positions to negotiate to have their wants and needs met.

Individuals with disabilities must be able to exercise choice in all areas of their lives.

Individuals with disabilities must be able to live in homes of their choice with supports they need.

Individuals with disabilities must be able to enjoy the benefits of true productivity through employment and/or contributions as members of their community.
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January 2001

History

The history of individuals with disabilities in our culture and society affects the present and future.  We must know where we’ve been before we can know where we are going.

National Presenter:  
Patty McGill Smith
State Presenters:
 
Sheryl Matney, Troy, AL 

Rebecca Roberts, Prattville, AL 

Roger Etheredge, Birmingham, AL 
Our 11th year of Partners in Policymaking, Class of 2001 began on January 26-27. Patty McGill Smith, former executive director, National Parent Network on Disabilities was our national presenter. Patty gave an overview of the parent movement as well as a bird's eye view of Washington politics. 

Sheryl Matney, Executive Director, Alabama Council for Developmental Disabilities (ACDD), Partners Graduate and former Partners Director, spoke to Partners about her Partners' experience and gave an overview of ACDD. 

Rebecca Roberts, Partners Graduate presented to Partners regarding self-advocacy and People First Movement. Roger Etheredge, Partners Graduate, traveled with Partners through the history of disabilities. He also taught them the beginnings of respectful language, instructing them on the usage of People First Language.
February 2001

Service Coordination, Vision

Partners must learn how to access services as well as what service coordination can and should do.  Vision allows Partners to dream for themselves or their children as well as strategies on making the vision a reality.

National Presenter:  
John Agosta, Salem, Oregon

State Presenter:
Gail Kirkpatrick, Carbon Hill, AL
John Agosta, Senior Project Director, Human Services Research Institute, was our national presenter. John really encouraged Partners to think differently about how support dollars for families are delivered and spent. He presented the history of how families have been supported, as well as the various agencies who have provided these support services. 

Gail Kirkpatrick, 1993 Partners Graduate, and chairperson of Alabama Individual & Family Support, talked with Partners about the Individual and Family Support Council as well as how to access this supports that the Council provides.  Gail also gave packets to Partners which included details of where each Council was in Alabama and the contact person for their area.   
March 2001

Inclusive Education

Parents need to learn how children with disabilities can be successfully educated in regular classrooms at their neighborhood school.  Current laws mandate a free public education, but many children with disabilities have been educated in segregated settings.  Parents learn how to be equal participants in team meetings.  

National Presenter:  
Dr. Jill England, Ypsilanti, MI

State Presenters:

Beverly Hunter, Montgomery, AL





Diane Roberts, Prattville, AL 
Jill England, inclusion specialist, taught best practices for inclusive education. Partners broke up into teams using techniques she taught, coming up with lesson plans for children with disabilities. 

Beverly Hunter, State Department of Education, Special Education, shared with Partners an overview of her agency. Beverly brought lots of information and enthusiasm to this session. 

Diane Roberts, with the Alabama Department of Rehabilitation Services, Children's Rehabilitation Services, shared with Partners all the services her agency provides.
April 2001

Legislation

In order to influence policymakers, Partners need to be competent and comfortable with the legislative process.  Partners can greatly influence legislation with their personal testimonies, which is a powerful avenue for systems change.  

National Presenter:  
Ed Burke, Washington, D.C. 

State Presenter:

Patrick Hackney, Tuscaloosa, AL
Partners took a tour of the Alabama Statehouse and were able to leave notes with their respective representatives. Partners were also able to see where their respective representatives met to make policy decisions.  Our state presenter, Patrick Hackney, 2000 Partners Graduate and staff attorney with ADAP, talked with Partners on current state legislation regarding individuals with disabilities.  

Ed Burke was our national presenter and he presented on the history of legislation regarding individuals with disabilities. He talked about disability being a non-partisan issue and how to effectively communicate with legislators. Ed carried Partners through the legislative process as well as gave an overview of federal current legislation.  

May 2001

Assistive Technology

Assistive Technology and proper positioning can quite literally make the difference between interdependence verses dependence for individuals with disabilities.  

National Presenter:
Andrew Imparato, Washington, D.C.

Richard Dodds, Stockton, New Jersey

State Presenters:

Mary Beth Meggs, 1993 Partners Graduate

Scott Renner, Louisiana Partners Graduate

Scott works with Alabama’s Statewide Technology and Response (STAR) and Mary Beth is the Director for the Technology Network for Alabama.  

Andrew Imparato, President and CEO of American Association People with Disabilities (AAPD) was with us on Friday.  He updated Partners on current federal legislation and showed them ways to become more involved in advocacy at the national level.  

Scott Renner and Mary Beth Meggs shared with Partners the services offered by STAR (Statewide Technology and Response) and TechNet (Technology Network) for individuals with disabilities and family members.  Scott also discussed the importance of proper positioning, as well as adapting recreational equipment for individuals with disabilities.

Richard Dodds, AccessPoint Solutions, brought his * Magic Show * to Partners.  He made learning about Assistive Technology fun as well as informative.  Richard discussed with Partners the many products designed for the general population but have been utilized by individuals with disabilities.  

Partners enjoyed a cook-out by the pool and also had “Friday Night at the movies”, in which Partners watched Remember the Titans on a seven foot screen and were treated to their favorite movie snacks. 
June 2001

Supported Employment/Community Living

Real Employment for real wages is a right most Americans take for granted.  For individuals with disabilities the need is the same, to have a purpose, to achieve, to be connected and to have an identity.  For individuals with disabilities, supports are often necessary for full participation in the community.  Partners need the skills to know how to access and maintain those supports.  

National Presenters:  
Derrick Dufresne, Des Peres, MO

State Presenter:

Steve Shivers, Montgomery, AL

Steve Shivers, Commissioner, Alabama Department of Rehabilitation Services, kicked off the June session which focused on Supported Employment and Community Living.  Steve shared with Partners the many services that are provided by the Alabama Department of Rehabilitation.

Derrick Dufresne, President of Community Resource Associates, was our national presenter focusing on supported employment and community living.  Derrick would describe different individuals’ situations, their interests and their skills and Partners would then brainstorm about possible employment opportunities that the individual could pursue.  Derrick brought a personal perspective on these issues due to the fact that he has a brother with a disability.
July 2001

Advocacy, Community Organizing, Media

Partners have learned best practices in disability issues.  Now they need to learn how to advocate for systems change in these areas, to include organizing their communities to action and using the media.  

National Presenters:  
Dohn Hoyle, Ann Arbor, MI





Dr.Sally Burton Hoyle, Ann Arbor, MI

State Presenter:

Pamela Trammell, Tuscaloosa, AL
Dohn Hoyle from the Association for Community Advocacy, Ann Arbor, Michigan, along with his wife, Dr. Sally Burton Hoyle, were the national presenters.  Dohn focused on Community Advocacy and Organizing and he taught Partners how to effectively utilize the media to promote their issues as well as techniques on community organizing.  Dohn also instructed the Partners on the proper way to provide testimony to legislators and each Partner had the opportunity to provide mock testimony to “Senator I Know It All & Senator I’m Bigger Than You.”   

Dr. Sally Burton Hoyle discussed with Partners how all of us use “behavior as communication.”  She clearly showed Partners that for the many individuals with disabilities, behavior is their only form of communication.   

Pamela Trammell who is a Mental Health Advocate and a 1997 Partners graduate was the state presenter.  Pamela shared with Partners the different aspects of mental illness.  She brought information regarding services available in our state for individuals with mental illness.  Partners always appreciates Pamela’s honesty in regard to her personal journey with Mental Illness.  

August 2001

Graduation

National Presenter:  

Dr. Al Condeluci, McKees Rocks, PA

State Presenter:


David Jones, Jr., Birmingham, AL 

The graduation ceremony for the Partners Class of 2001 was held in the Alabama State Capitol, Old Archives Room, with 150 guests in attendance. 

Dr. Al Condeluci presented the graduating address with the theme being “From Here to There.”  Al illustrated in his speech, the distance that the world of disability has traveled and how far we still have to go to create community for individuals with disabilities. Graduates and guests enjoyed a beautiful reception immediately following the ceremony.  Partners adjourned to the meeting room at the StateHouse Inn where Al further discussed the importance of community and the role that it plays in the lives of individuals with disabilities.  

Friday night, Partners were treated to a candlelit dinner, which was very emotional for everyone.  Upon the end of the dinner, Partners were treated by David Jones, Jr. a 1998 Partners Graduate, to a field trip to the Dr. Martin Luther King Memorial.  David showed Partners the parallels between the Civil Rights movement and the Disability Movement.  

The remainder of our time together was spent sharing creative projects. Partners showed their creativity in many different ways.  As always, the last month of the Partners program was a very emotional time for Partners as this was their goodbye to each other.  

Declaration of Project, Partners in Policymaking, Class of 2000

Nakisha Adams

Went to area schools to talk with students about disability and the importance of inclusive education. 

Jane Badon

Sharing *That All May Worship* with area Churches.

Jessie Bailey

Sharing Partners information with individuals at the Drop In Center, Pilgrim House.

LaQuitta Caldwell

Talking with individuals in her community on inclusive education & People First Language.

Andrew Carr

Working with the Alabama Disabilities Advocacy Program (ADAP) on the issue of how polling places need to be accessible for individuals with disabilities.

David Collier

Working with Eufaula City School Board, seeking appointment to serve as a voice for students with disabilities. Spoke at local Church on respectful language and accessibility and inclusion for individuals with disabilities using *That all May Worship* as a guide.

Sandy Cooley

Presented to Parents Group in her area on Partners and People First Language.

Wendell Corbin

Sharing information at school about Partners.

Sharon Curry

Shared Partners information with other parents in her local support group.

Kim Dillow

Working with Monroe County School System, presenting information of People First Language.

Myrna Dukes

Sharing information with others in her community on services available for individuals with disabilities.

Tamiko Elston

Working to make local Church accessible to everyone in the community.

Vannise Gillilan

Had a booth and gave out Partners information at Family Fun Day, sponsored by S.E.A.L. Medical Center, Children’s Rehabilitation Services and Early Intervention in the Dothan Area.

Ray Harold

Planning and organizing a grass roots network to support passage of legislation pertinent to individuals with disabilities.

Kimberly Harvill

Became President of Parent Advisory Council (PAC) in the South-Central Region.  Gave a presentation in Andalusia on Partners.

Rebecca Henderson

Held Breakfast for Mayor, City Council and Homewood Chamber of Commerce in an effort to bring awareness regarding young adults with disabilities who are employable.

Doug Jackson

Provided Early Intervention information to physicians. Provided both English and Spanish parents’ handouts to local physicians.

Joe Anne Koss

Spoke to local civic organizations on respectful language and wrote two newspaper articles.

Pat Law

Held a meeting for parents in her area for the purpose of promoting Partners 

Wayne Lynn 

Serving on United Cerebral Palsy Respite Task Force

Robin McGriff

Writing quarterly column for local newspaper on disability issues.  Working with family guidance on inclusive workshop regarding inclusion in day cares. 

Bessie Montgomery

Presented to local school group on Partners in Policymaking.

Linda Moran

Attended 2001 Epilepsy Public Policy Institute in Washington DC as a parent advocate. Met w/Alabama Legislators.

Cheryl Neverdahl

Working with Karen Patrick, 99 Partners Graduate, to develop a resource information booklet for local community.

Cathy Ogarek

Had Girl Scouts of the Tombigbee Council institute a badge relating to People First Language.  Set up design and requirements for the badge. This will first be on Council level, then state, and then hopefully the National Level.

Tomora Pace

Taught a Children's Class at local day care on People First Language.

Shea Penton

Informing others at Milton Road Residence about Partners.

Kimberly Pike

Put together a Walker County family Support Group for school age children

Marlena Primeau

Gave a presentation on People First Language at a Nurse's Workshop.

Nancy Rhodes

Held a meeting in Butler sharing information on Partners in Policymaking as well as information learned in Partners Training

Beth Smith

Spoke to the staff of Achievement Center in Opelika about People First Language. Gave out handouts regarding People First Language to approximately 30 individuals.

BELIEVE

I BELIEVE WE ARE ALL THE SAME

NO MATTER WHAT THE BOOKS DO CLAIM

 AND I BELIEVE WE ARE ALL UNIQUE 

WITH DIFFERENT LIVES AND DREAMS TO SEEK 

I BELIEVE THAT EACH OF US 

DESERVES A LIFE THAT’S FAIR AND JUST

 I BELIEVE THAT LIFE DEMANDS

 FROM EACH OF US A CARING HAND 

I BELIEVE THAT YOU AND I 

CAN CHANGE THIS WORLD IF WE JUST TRY

 SO I BELIEVE TO MAKE THAT CHANGE 

IT STARTS WITH YOU AND ME TODAY

Cathy Ogarek

August 2001

2001 Partners graduate

"We have had a very successful IEP meeting, I owe it all to the training I received in Partners in Policymaking of Alabama."

" I learned the many faces of disability"

" I will treasure the friends I have made for the rest of my life"

"Partners=Power-- Knowledge--Love"

"At each session I have gained so much knowledge and information that will help me now and in the future, not only for my family but for so many others"

"Being able to meet, share, laugh and cry about so many things we all share was incredible."

"For so many years, my child had depended on me, now I have the knowledge and skills to teach her to depend on herself, Partners has given those tools to me and now I can give it to her."

"I will never take for granted my right to be politically active. If I hadn't attended Partners, I wouldn't have had the confidence to write the Governor nor would my Senator have asked me to come speak with him abbot the issues I had brought up."

"The thing that has meant the most for me is realizing it is possible for all three of my children to be included in all parts of life"

"I have learned that what I do for my son is not good enough if its not done for all people who need it."

"Partners in Policymaking has lit a light in me. I am more hopeful, uplifted and empowered."

"Partners has taught me self control, something I never thought possible when attending IEP meetings."

"Every month I have learned something new when I thought there was nothing else for me to learn."

"I have so much confidence in what I know about individuals with disabilities, from practical things like selecting the right wheelchair to helping with things like government services available and implementing policy change."

"I am learning to relax and enjoy my son instead of wanting him to conform to

*typical behavior."

""We are Partners standing strong through storms and through the rain, walking hand in hand."

"Thank you for giving me this opportunity, the information I have received is invaluable."

"When I began Partners I felt like an infant, I have learned so much, not just from the presenters but from my other Partners. I know this experiencewill help me overcome any obstacles that are thrown my way."

"I have learned from a diverse group of people about all kinds of disability. I came to Partners with only my own interest but left with an appreciation and interest in all types of disabilities."

"Thank you for changing my life"

"No matter how much you think you know there is always more to learn."

"Before I came to Partners I thought all you needed was a big mouth, the right phone number and determination. I now know what it means to be proactive not reactive, assertive and not aggressive. I no longer fear the future. To infinity and beyond!"

"I can now educate others with the training I have received."

" Partners has been the most fun loving experience I have ever had."

"The biggest and by far the largest impact has been the ability to look at people first and that everyone has the right to have a say."

" I was with people who for the first time truly understood."

"Partners gives you the education and empowers you to get what you need. It gives a leg-up to get people out of isolation and despair and a way to get connected to one another for mutual support."

"By being a Partner, I have a better understanding of parents and feel I have made parents understand they must give their child with a disability a chance to try."

"Partners has given me the courage to stand up and speak for my daughter and others. I know I have found a new family in my Partners who will love and support me through good times and bad."

"Because of Partners I was able to stand in a room full of strangers and share my experiences and information. I came for a selfish reason but I am leaving with a real desire to make the world a better place for everyone."

"Partners has made a real difference in my life."

